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IN RECOGNITION OF ROSE 

RANDAZZO, THE SUNDAY 
DISPATCH’S 2015 PERSON OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Rose Randazzo, who has been 
named the Sunday Dispatch’s Greater Pittston 
Person of the Year for 2015. Since 2000, the 
Sunday Dispatch selects a person annually 
who has a positive impact in the Greater 
Pittston Community over the course of the 
previous year. Rose has been a key figure to 
Pittston’s efforts to revitalize the city’s Main 
Street. 

In 2010, Rose was named the Main Street 
Manager, a volunteer position to help attract 
new businesses and arts to downtown 
Pittston. The most recent major art project is 
the Inspirational Mural, completed by muralist 
Michael Pilato and located on the side of the 
Newrose Building. The mural is dedicated to 
the residents of Greater Pittston and depicts 
more than forty local figures who have had an 
impact on life in the area. In addition to 
Pilato’s mural, downtown Pittston implemented 
Second Friday Art Walks in May 2013. Every 
second Friday during the summer months, 
craft and art vendors populate Pittston’s Main 
Street. Due to the success of the art walks 
and other endeavors taken on by Rose, 
‘‘American Craft Week’’ named Pittston the 8th 
best town for craft lovers in 2015. 

Rose’s agenda also includes rehabilitation 
of the city’s aging buildings. The first building 
Rose helped revitalize as Main Street Man-
ager was the building at 26 Main Street, which 
houses Napoli’s Pizza. Completed in Novem-
ber 2011, it is the first and only building with 
Italianate architecture in Pittston. Another one 
of Rose’s success stories is the Christopher 
Building. Before Rose intervened, the City of 
Pittston was considering demolishing this his-
toric building. Rose purchased the building 
and had it renovated. Today, the Christopher 
Building houses one of Pittston’s most suc-
cessful restaurants. 

It is an honor to recognize an individual who 
is ushering in a new renaissance for the City 
of Pittston. Rose truly has great vision for the 
historic town. I wish Rose continued success 
in her efforts to bring new life to Pittston. 
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HONORING CORTINA RANCHERIA 
CHAIRMAN CHARLIE WRIGHT 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Chairman Charlie Wright for his 
great contribution to the designation of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mr. Wright. Their commitment to 
engaging friends, colleagues, local residents, 

businesses, stakeholders across the country, 
and policymakers in a coordinated effort to 
achieve permanent protection was critical to 
the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mr. Wright to further our mu-
tual goal of preserving our nation’s great open 
spaces, and we look forward to collaborating 
in the future. 

f 

H.R. 4742 PROMOTING WOMEN IN 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP ACT AND 
H.R. 4755 INSPIRING THE NEXT 
SPACE PIONEERS, INNOVATORS, 
RESEARCHERS, AND EXPLORERS 
WOMEN ACT 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support of H.R. 
4742, the Promoting Women in Entrepreneur-
ship Act and H.R. 4755, the Inspiring the Next 
Space Pioneers, Innovators, Researchers, and 
Explorers Women Act. 

These two bills would support entrepreneur-
ship programs for women and encourage 
young girls and women to pursue STEM de-
grees and careers. 

Throughout my career in Congress and my 
time as the Ranking Member of the House 
Science, Space, and Technology Committee, I 
have been passionate about ensuring opportu-
nities for women in STEM fields. 

More women are pursuing STEM degrees 
and careers overall, but they are still under-
represented in many STEM fields. This is es-
pecially true in STEM fields with high entrepre-
neurship rates, such as engineering and com-
puter science. 

Along with STEM training, women face 
other barriers to entrepreneurship, including 
access to credit. 

Due to such barriers, it is important to sup-
port entrepreneurship programs focused on 
women. H.R. 4742 does that by supporting 

programs at the National Science Foundation 
that recruit and promote women who are look-
ing to move beyond the laboratory and enter 
the commercial world. 

I want to thank my colleague, Representa-
tive ESTY, for her work on this bill. 

H.R. 4755 would support existing programs 
at NASA that encourage young girls and 
women to study STEM fields and pursue ca-
reers in aerospace. These programs include 
NASA GIRLS, a virtual mentoring program; 
Aspire to Inspire, a program connecting young 
girls with women with STEM careers at NASA; 
and a summer institute program that increases 
awareness and exposes middle school girls to 
the STEM careers at NASA. 

Additionally, H.R. 4755 calls on NASA to 
submit a plan to Congress on how to best use 
their current and retired workforce to mentor 
female K–12 students. Utilizing our retired 
STEM workforce can multiply the opportunities 
for mentorship, but I appreciate Mrs. COM-
STOCK’s agreement to include current NASA 
employees, especially early career women at 
NASA. Seeing a young female scientist or en-
gineer might be the best way to show young 
girls that STEM careers are possible for them. 

I would to thank my colleague, Representa-
tive COMSTOCK, for her work on this bill and 
for working with me to broaden the scope of 
the plan. 

I strongly support both H.R. 4742 and H.R. 
4755 and I encourage my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to do the same. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF COLONEL 
FERDINAND CLARENCE ‘‘FRED’’ 
BIDGOOD 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of my constituent, Colonel 
Ferdinand Clarence ‘‘Fred’’ Bidgood, a retired 
United States Army officer, a patriot, and a 
true leader. After his birth in 1938 in Fort 
Benning, Georgia, Fred went on to live in Lon-
don, England where he graduated from Cen-
tral High School in 1955. He matriculated into 
the United States Military Academy’s Class of 
1960 where he received a Bachelor of 
Science degree. Fred later earned a Master’s 
degree in civil engineering from Texas A&M, 
and graduated from the Armed Forces Staff 
College. 

Following his graduation from the United 
States Military Academy, Fred was commis-
sioned as 2nd Lieutenant in the Army and 
served around the world in command and staff 
positions in both Artillery and Engineer units. 
Throughout his career, he served as Associate 
Executive Director of the Paralyzed Veterans 
of America in Washington, DC and Chief of 
Staff for the National Victory Celebration, 
where his duties included welcoming home 
troops from the Gulf War. He also served as 
Director on the Board of Governors of the 
World United Services Organization and 
Chairman of their Human Resources Com-
mittee, and he was a member of the Board of 
Advisers of National Handicapped Sports. 

Fred lived much of his life in South Run For-
est community in Springfield, Virginia. On Vet-
erans Day, Flag Day, and Memorial Day, Fred 
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